Old Operating Theatre Museum and Herb Garret 

Arts Development Project
For more than a decade the Old Operating Theatre Museum and Herb Garret 

is proud to have encouraged cultural and arts projects which engage 

with (the public communication of) biomedical science and the history of medicine.
From expressive theatre through to Bioart practice the Museum has maintained 

its profile for facilitating cutting edge projects, providing public access to innovative discussion and reinterpretation within this unique architecture. 

Combined with the high standard of its comprehensive education provision, 

the Museum has provided to date a distinct and sustainable identity within the heritage and arts sector and continues to develop within 

The House of Healing Development Project.

The Arts Development Project has gained the support of The Pool of London Partnership, Guy’s & St Thomas’ Charitable Foundation, Kings College London (GKT School of Biomedicine), Borough High Street Amenity Foundation, The Wellcome Trust, Southwark Cathedral, London Borough of Southwark, English Heritage, the London Museums of Health and Medicine, Archives Libraries and Museums London, and the Heritage Lottery Fund.

Recent arts and science engagement history:

2007

To Celebrate the 50th anniversary of the rediscovery of the 19th Century Women's Operating Theatre of Old St Thomas's Hospital

 OOT Redux 50 presents

Shelley Wilson: JOINT ACCOUNT Opening in Science week 

Saturday 10th March - Monday 9th April 2007 The Old Operating Theatre 

hosts a site specific exhibition funded by the Arts Council by sculptor Shelley Wilson. Inspired by conjoined twins, Wilson's eerie wax sculptures suggest 

the condition as a metaphor for complicated divisions. 

Working from life, Wilson's sculptures add a new dimension to traditional wax anatomical sculptures, such as those of Joseph Towne 

of nineteenth century Guy's Hospital.
OOT Redux 50 Presents 10th - 28th April 2007 at 7.45pm: 

"A Bloodless Field": A Metal and Bone Production 

of "The Bodysnatcher" by Robert Louis Stephenson and "The Gift" 

written and directed by Ellen Hughes and Sally Toosey . 

A thrilling double bill cabaret of plays explore our fear of donating our bodies after death! In "The Bodysnatcher", set in the Victorian world of black market cadaver trade, an ambitious medical student finds his conscience compromised. 

In "The Gift", in 2007, a family wrangle over the body of their loved one, 

while a transplant surgeon's accident makes him suddenly vulnerable. 

Live Theatre by new company Metal and Bone in collaboration with Britain's leading Hospital Surgeons. Gala night on 17th April not to be missed includes cabaret, debate and public auction! 

Chronological List of Arts Events Presented at the

Old Operating Theatre Museum and Herb Garret, London
1997 

Wince. 20th May - 20 June 2001. A one month duration show six artists' work in the Museum throughout the month of May including work by Liz Arnold, Anke Dessin Jane Gregory Martyn Simpson Dave Watson, Rebecca Warren. 21 May - 1 June The Resurrectionists present in association with the Old Operating Theatre Museum Vesalius.  With a swirl of music, the post mortem of Vesalius, the father of anatomy, begins. As two opera singers and an actor perform the roles of celebrant and cantors, pathologist and morticians. This gruesome exploration of sanctity and our fascination with gore is given epic magnification. This is a re-writing of the rules of musical theatre. With organic art installation including internal garden by artist Chris Haighes.

1998

Tuesday 24th February, 7.30pm: Poetry at the Old Operating Theatre. Readings by Peter Dale & Sarah Lawson. Tuesday 10th March, 7.30pm: Hawksmoor Music Projects presents EXTRAORDINARY YOUNG ZEBRAS. A performance of new and recent works by Ton de Leeuw, Alexander Goehr, Fabien Levy, Elliot Carter, John Cage and Marissa Manchado, in the remarkable acoustics of the Old Operating Theatre. Tuesday 24th March, 7.30pm: Poetry at the Old Operating Theatre. A reading by John Heath-Stubbs. Tuesday 7th April, 7.30pm: Poetry at the Old Operating Theatre. Readings by Paul Farley & David Harsent. Tuesday 28th & Wednesday 29th April, 7.30pm A performance of Hard Cell by Prisonworks. Tuesday 12th May, 7.30pm: Poetry at the Old Operating Theatre. Readings by Michael Horovitz & Valerie Bloom. Tuesday 26th may, 7.30pm: Poetry at the Old Operating Theatre. Launch of the summer issue of Poetry London Newsletter. Tuesday 9th June, 7.30pm: Poetry at The Old Operating Theatre.  A performance of CRYE by Glyn Maxwell & Concordia. Tuesday 23rd June, 7.30pm: Poetry Roundup at The Old Operating Theatre. Tuesday 27th October, 6pm. Southwark Story Swap. Tales of living history from the only surviving Victorian operating theatre. A performance based on the local community’s memories of life in Southwark.  Arts Live - & Deadly! Monday 23rd November, 7.30pm: Poetry Live! First Pressings. The launch of Faber & Faber’s Annual Poetry Magazine, with readings from a new generation of compelling poets, live in the surgical arena. 24th November - 20th December (excluding Mondays) 7.30pm: The Old Operating Theatre presents: DEATHWATCH. 

A production by Ciel of Jean Genet’s first play, an intense psychodrama of sainthood and criminality. Theatre without anaesthesia!

1999

Tuesday 23rd March, 8.00pm: Special Event for the London Festival of Literature. (Admission £6.50). The Old Operating Theatre presents a reading by MICHAEL MOORCOCK Pioneer of New Wave science fiction & fantasy, ‘60’s icon and literary maverick, will be reading from his works in the surgical arena. (The Old Operating Theatre & the London Festival of Literature presents a reading by MICHAEL MOORCOCK. The pioneer of New Wave science fiction & fantasy will be reading from his seminal epic Mother London, in Britain’s only surviving 19th century surgical theatre.) Thursday 25th March, 1.00pm: Special Event as part of SET 99 and the London Festival of Literature…..Anatomy of a Creative Process by Diane Samuels. A presentation of the prequel to the theatrical production of Doctor Y (originally broadcast on Radio 4). In Britain’s only surviving 19th century surgical theatre, the playwright Diane Samuels will dissect the dynamics of her creative exploration of the biological sciences: “The blood will only flow in your imaginations. But remember, that blood is my ink.” Return performance also on Thursday 20th May, 1.00pm. Monday 29th March - Monday 19th April. DRAWING BLOOD An exhibition of work by Degree Students from the London College of Printing. Thursday 15th April, 7.30pm: Poetry at the Old Operating Theatre. Readings by Robert Crawford & Michael Symmons Roberts. Friday 23rd April, 7.30pm: Poetry at the Old Operating Theatre for International Book Day. A reading by Aidan Dun. Thursday 29th April, 7.30pm: Poetry at the Old Operating Theatre. Readings by Sebastian Barker & Pascale Petit. Tuesday 8th June, 7.30pm. Iain Sinclair & Marc Atkins Action performance: readings and video projections from Liquid City Wednesday 29th September, 7.30pm: Poetry at the Old Operating Theatre. The Fire Poet and Electric Celloist by Philip Wells. Thursday 7th October, 8.00pm: National Poetry Day reading of  RATTAPALLAX  A Journal of Contemporary Literature featuring George Dickerson, Ram Devineni, Arlette Lurie, Larissa Shmailo, Ellen Peckham. Friday 19th November, 8.00pm. The Southwark Mysteries presents The Anatomy Class by John Constable. A ritual healing of Southwark’s physical and spiritual state. In a Victorian operating theatre, a performance of song, poetry, folklore, and scenes from the Houses of Healing, “will invoke the ghosts of whores and bodysnatchers,” Thomas Beckett, Mary Overie and Mary Magdalene, to “Heal the Dragon” in the Temple of Isis. A unique preview of the millennial production of the Southwark Cycle of Mystery Plays at Southwark Cathedral. Thursday 9th December, 7.30pm. Performance Poetry Live in the Surgical Arena! The Fire Poet and M C Jabber with Philip Wells. “A revelation” The Scotsman, “completely fantastic” The Evening Standard. For open hearts & minds - High Octane Lyricism! Tuesday 14th December, 7.30pm. Performance Poetry Live in the Surgical Arena! The Fire Poet and Tim Turnbull with Philip Wells. “Full of surprise, life and art” Ted Hughes, “exceedingly good verse” The Independent. Wildly dynamic new punk poetry!

2000

The Old Operating Theatre and Philip Wells presents QUANTUM LIP The Fire Poet in partnership with poetry's magnificent seven! Tuesday 28th March 7.30pm Ian Win Thursday 30th March 7.30pm M. C. Jabber Tuesday 4th April 7.30pm Christopher Twig Thursday 6th April 7.30pm Aidan Dun Tuesday 11th April 7.30pm Lloyd Evans Thursday 13th April 7.30pm Jean Biota Breeze Tuesday 18th April 7.30pm Mr. Social Control. Friday 7th April 8pm The Poetry Show Directed by Bryan Oliver, with the poet actors Laura Bartholomew, Anna Lindup, Mike Shannon, and James Windsor. Upcoming in March: an exhibition by students of Camberwell College of Art.

Tuesday 17th & 18th October 6.30pm. A SPIRAL OF MADNESS an Unquiet Journey. Written & performed by Sue Emmi Jennings of Rowan Studio. A solo performance based on the case histories of three generations of women who descend into madness, eating disorder and self-harm. Saturday 28th October, 2.30pm Dissected Dreams, Morbid Bodies – Anatomy & My Social Life. A our of medical and anatomical art, from Vesalius to contemporary “plastination,” from dissecting room to artist’s studio, an illustrated talk by Eleanor Crook, who will be discussing her own work and the historical uses of medical material in art. Thursday 30th November, 8.00pm: Poetry at the Old Operating Theatre Paul Duncan & Ruth Padel. Thursday 7th December, 8.00pm: Poetry at the Old Operating Theatre John Montague, Maurice Riordan, & Richard McKane. Thursday 14th December, 8.00pm: Poetry at the Old Operating Theatre - Iain Sinclair, Roger Robinson, & Malika Booker. Iain Sinclair is the much acclaimed author of Lights Out For the Territory. “Brilliantly inquisitive, sanely bad tempered” Granta.

2001

Every Tuesday from 24th April to 15th May. EGO A series of four symposia – A meeting of two worlds. EGO is a long overdue opportunity to explore the intellectual curiosity of artists and scientists and a forum for controversial and leading practitioners from both fields to discuss and share the fundamental ideas behind their work. EGO provides a public forum for artists and scientists to discuss and share the ideas and perspectives which inform their work. Participating in these dialogues are leading practitioners of science and medicine, and international, often controversial artists, who utilise their own bodies to explore bio-medical themes. The venue is Britain’s only surviving19th century operating theatre. The project is curated by Dr. S.H. Cedar, and funded by the Wellcome Foundation. Tuesday 24th April, 7.30pm SENSORY DECEPTION. What is it to be oneself? How much of our identity is reliant on our senses, our sense of our self? How our brain and mind form our world and ourselves will be the subject of this talk. A neurobiologist and an artist will explore these areas. Marina Abramovic & Professor Susan Greenfield. Tuesday 1st May, 7.30pm THE AGONY AND THE ECSTASY. This talk will be by an artist who uses their body in performance in this way and a doctor, usually the silent partners in such artistic performances questioning the ideas of medicine as in aiding and collaborating in art rather than in health. Whose body is it and who gives consent? Franko B & Dr. Seth Bhunnoo. Tuesday 8th May, 7.30pm. META/MORPHOSIS. Are we pre-determined beings following a course laid down in our genetic heritage or can we recreate ourselves to our own ideal using cosmetic surgery or the new genetic technology being developed? An evolutionary biologist will explore issues of identity and form with an artist interested in using these ideas in their work to re-create themself. This talk will explore the necessity of our form and whether we can impose our own evolutionary choices on it…Orlan & Prof. Leslie Aiello. Tuesday 15th May, 7.30pm. SHAPE SHIFTERS Shape Shifters. Prof. Lewis Wolpert and Stelarc. An artist involved in questioning the redundancy of the body through their work will be in conversation with a scientist specialising in investigating the development of the biological forms and structures of the human body. This talk will explore our physical development and its limitations. Thursday 17th May, 7.30pm: Poetry at the Old Operating Theatre Greg Delanty Author of The Blind Stitch. Charles Boyle Author of The Age of Cardboard & String. Saturday 19th May, 2.30pm. Smells Like Witchcraft? Herbs and humour in a hands-on performance with Helen Scaife. Monday 21st May, 6.30pm “Arseflop” by Ridiculusmus. An illustrated talks on the performance methods of the Ridiculusmus theatre group. Free admission. Thursday 24th May, 7.30pm: Poetry at the Old Operating Theatre The House of Poetry presents. Hannah K Andrew, Jasper Bark, Mr Social Control, & Agnes Meadows. 23 - 30th may 2001. Melanie Challenger 'Undercovers' directed by James Bellorini. Three new plays at one of London's most intriguing interiors. A trilogy of plays moving from the brutality of working class Victorian life to the heyday of the sixties and finally student life in the present day. Friday 31st August 7pm. 'Enochia & Goetia for a Modern Age' by Lon Milo DuQuette. Autumn 2001. Made In Southwark – Southwark Festival - Friday 19th October – Sunday 2nd December 2001 PHANTOMS A site-specific exhibition by the artist Eric K. Fong, whose work explores perceptions of the body in relation to loss and absence, with particular reference to the phantom limb phenomenon experienced by many amputees. Fong’s work presents ephemeral body fragments in desubstantiated space, highlighting the disjuncture between the visual and somatic perceptions that exist in the phantom limb phenomenon experienced by many amputees. THE SURGEON’S TALE – THE ANAESTHETIST’S TALE – THE PATIENT’S TALE - A special season of lectures to complement PHANTOMS. Thursday 22nd November, 7pm “Viewing the Instruments” Dr Peter Isaacs, Philip Parr & Jane Wildgoose. A medical and musical collaboration based on a composition by Marin Marais. Special preview of Work In Progress. Supported by Sci art. Production return upcoming in 2002. Tickets very limited.

2002

Poetry in the Surgical Arena. Tuesday 5th March, 7.45pm ABE GIBSON & THE FIRE POET Visceral singsong Trinidad. Glad to greet you the dragon. A lyrical double act to lay your heart on. “Superb poetry for the people at last!” The Times. Tuesday 16th April, 7.45pm OPEN FIRE Abe Gibson & the Fire Poet. Visceral singsong Trinidad. Glad to greet you the dragon. A lyrical double act to lay your heart on. “Superb poetry for the people at last!” - The Times. Friday 10th – Sunday 19th May Random Tool Sound installation Art work by Verina Gfader. 2002 A Sci Art Project funded by the Wellcome Institute VIEWING THE INSTRUMENTS A newly commissioned work based on Le Tableau de l' Operation de la Taille by Main Marais (1656-1728). A Medical Musical Collaboration operated by Dr Peter Isaac's, Philip Parr & artist author Jane Wildgoose.

2003

Saturday 15th – Friday 28th February Harry the Conservation Monster. An exhibition by students from Camberwell College of Arts, exploring the relationship between conservation and medicine. The Old Operating Theatre presents on 23rd – 24th, 28th – 31st May: UNDER COVERS. Three new plays by award winning writer Melanie Challenger at one of London’s most intriguing interiors. Set over three centuries in the same London house this trilogy of plays moves from the brutality of working class Victorian life to the heydey of the sixties and finally to student life in the present day. When a violent event takes place, the centuries and the lives of those inhabiting the room become forever mound together. Written by Melanie Challenger and directed by James Bellorini…. 7.30pm The National Art Collections Fund presents an Art Happens event Tuesday 1st July, 7pm (admission: £6) SCIENCE CANNOT BE ART A discussion on the ethics and morality of the appropriation of science by art, with Professor Harold Ellis, Emeritus Professor of Surgery at the University of London, Rob Kessler, artist and NESTA fellow at the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew, and Denna Jones, curator of the Growth and Form exhibition at the Wellcome Trust. Are artists exploiting or pointing out our fears of science? Does science give legitimacy to shock art? Should art be censored? Join the Debate! Poetry in the Surgical Arena: THE FACE OF WAR Thursday 11th September 7pm DAVID KELLER reads POEMS OF CONFLICT by SIMON RAE. With the war in Iraq still a vivid memory, Top Edge Productions presents a programme of poems exploring human conflict, ranging in scale from personal confrontation to the threat of Armageddon………London Fashion Week 22nd – 28th September 2003 Tapestry – Eley Kishimoto. The Old Operating Theatre is one of twelve venues chosen to host films inspired by Eley Kishimoto prints. A video installation by Simon Foxton. Drawing Power (The Campaign for Drawing) Friday 17th October 2 pm 'Nature Morte' Tutored drawing sessions for adults. Explore the unique architectural heritage of a medical museum housed in the attic of a church. From plants to surgical instruments - a chance to get up close and examine and illustrate the not so still life of medicine. Ticket Admission  £6/£5 concs. Monday 27th October Architecture Parrallax: Collective Intelligence. A project in collaboration with the Museum of Installation and the artist Alexander Pillis, exploring the theme of Visual Crisis Supported by the Royal National Institute of the Blind. The Old Operating Theatre Museum is proud to host SALON 2003. An annual meeting-of-the-minds celebrating dissonant visions and radical thinkers. Curated by cult author Jack Sargeant, in collaboration with Simon Kane, founder of Salon 2002. Thursday 4th December, 7.30 pm Jake Chapman and Cosey Fanni Tutti Chapman is, with his brother Dinos, a key figure in contemporary British art, and their works have been included in Sensation and Apocalypse at the Royal Academy. Jake Chapman is the author of the recently published Meatphysics (Creation Press) a work which "represents a schizo-analytical assault upon the hyperconscious idiocy of libertarian humanism. Meatphysics is a delirious mix of theory and fiction". The Chapman brothers have been nominated for the Turner Prize 2003. Cosey Fanni Tutti, was a founding member of performance group Coum Transmissions, industrial music pioneers Throbbing Gristle, and CTI. A visual artist and performer, she has recently co-founded Carter Tutti with long time collaborator Chris Carter. advance booking recommended - tel. 020 7955 4791 - email: curator@thegarret.org.uk Following this event Salon 2003 will continue at the Horse Hospital (Colonnade, Bloomsbury, London WC1N 1HX) with Carter Tutti DJ set, plus Hypnotic visuals. On Friday 5th December the Old Operating Theatre will host a surprise event - to be announced - and the Salon will then continue at the October Gallery (24 Old Gloucester Street, London, WC1N 3AL) with a rare chance to experience some of Europe's leading avant-garde and experimental bands, including Dieter Muh (with Lon Milo DuQuette), Cotton Ferox, and Amal Gamel Ensemble. "the strangest of London's Museums" Time Out.

2004

In 2004 project development events were bannered under the title Anatomy Access. Reflecting on the recent controversies surrounding the anatomical sciences and feedback from public and specialist alike, three projects presented by the Museum dealt with specific architectures and the biomedical body and the historical physical space of the medical amphitheatre. Thursday 25th March 3pm - 6pm: 280, 000, 000 LIVE DISSEMINATIONS. A LIVE ART INSTALLATION by John Matthews and Faith Collingwood of Goldsmiths College, University of London. A time-based installation exploring the boundaries of science and art, and confronting notions of commodity and worth. Modern Bio-Science "fertilised" in the historic surgical arena. April 2004 Soldiers, Standards, Surgeons, Surfers: the Anatomical Theatre in the Waag, Amsterdam, by Ralph de Rijke. The Waag houses an original Anatomical Theatre which was in use between 1691 and 1896. It is Amsterdam’s oldest building housing an original seventeenth century Anatomical Theatre which was once the the former seat of the Dutch Surgeons Guild. De Rijke as the Technical Manager of the Waag, runs the new media research institute The Waag Society which implements the restoration plan for the Anatomical Theatre to its former status. Photographic installation Anatomy Lessons by Karen Ingham within The Old Operating Theatre June 2004. Karen Ingham is a lens-based artist and Head of Centre for Lens Based Arts, University of Wales. Anatomy Lessons consisted of large-scale photo-works resulting from the artist’s collaboration with the medical schools and anatomy theatres of Padua, Edinburgh, London, and Cardiff. An innovative re-visitation of anatomical art and medical history in the light of contemporary lens-based imaging techniques, bringing the private and evocative world of the anatomical theatre into the public domain. The Arts & Humanities Research Board and the Wellcome Trust’s Public Engagement Scheme supported this interdisciplinary project. The main exhibition was staged in the Division of Anatomy, GKT School of Biomedical Sciences, and allowed unprecedented access to the anatomical dissecting rooms. Selected works, including the video Orpheus Rising (filmed in the Vesalian Anatomy Theatre in Padua), were exhibited at the Old Operating Theatre, which also hosted a public lecture and discussion with Professor Deanna Petheridge, author of The Quick and the Dead. Karen Ingham published Anatomy Lessons as a book in 2004. November 04 - WRESTLING AN ANGEL - by Athina Vahla in collaboration with Dick Bird, Michael Mannion, Bruce Gilbert. Athina Vahla a critically acclaimed choreographer whose work is epic in scale. Wrestling an Angel was an ambitious site-specific dance performance taking place at two locations, the Old Operating Theatre and a disused Abattoir in Clerkenwell. This extraordinary promenade performance led the audience through a series of tableaux in which the historic architecture was physically interpreted by the dancers. Following on from the success of her last production, The House, Wrestling an Angel was the first recipient of a handsome award under the Arts Council’s new funding scheme. It was significant that such a high profile project was not inhibited by the restricted physical access at both locations.

2005

2005-08-05 A one day exhibition of 'Cut N Stitch' as presented by students Debi Lawrence, Emily Watkins, Michelle Sabev Central St Martin's University of the Arts Textile Department. In collaboration with MONDO BIZZARRO GALLERY Via Reggio Emilia 32 c/d  00198 Rome www.mondobizzarro.net/gallery tel.0039 06 44247451. PHOTO EXHIBITION & VIDEO INSTALLATION Title: IN LOVING MEMORY artist: Valentina Lari February 19th> March 22th mon-sun 10:30- 16:45 (admission charge). Photographer and Filmmaker Valentina Lari PRESENTS IN LOVING MEMORY. Film and photography evolve around the representation of Death and the aesthetic of European cemeteries of the XIX century. Pére Lachaise, Monmartre, Dorotheenstädtischer Friedhof, Certosa of Bologna, Staglieno, Kensal Green, Porte Sante of Florence, together with some smaller and unknown cemeteries, are visited in this Dance Macabre. A series of black and white portraits of engraved angels of women. Death through an account of murders, suicides, accidents framed into a series of gentle images. A video installation. Of unborn children. Of death and sorrow. Thursday 25th November 7.30pm Philip Wells, 'The Fire Poet'. "The foremost performance poet in England" - Evening Standard. A Reading with William Sieghart, Founder of National Poetry Day. The Poetry Show, event with Laura Bartholomew, Anna Lindup, Mike Shannon, James Windsor directed by Bryan Oliver. Not For Human Consumption Live Public Performance presentation recorded as part of the Science in Our Lives project. Artist Lucy Panesar performed a short site specific action lecture which was filmed within the Old Operating Theatre. In March Stewart Caine of the Old Operating Theatre Museum and Herb Garret arranged use of laboratory facilities at the GKT School of Biomedical Science for the SYMBIOTICA BIOTECH ART WORKSHOPS organised by Arts Catalyst. This collaboration introduced a group of international artists to the practical and theoretical issues of biotechnology, genomes and biotech art and culminating in The Arts Catalyst Symbiotic Symposium on Biotech Art Saturday 2 April 2005, 2 - 5 p.m. Led by Oron Cats and Gary Cass of SymbioticA, in collaboration with the School of Anatomy & Human Biology, of The University of Western Australia, the course later presented a public discussion of the issues, ethics and aesthetics of biotech research. The course was attended by artists Brandon Ballengee, Heather Barnett, Anne Bean, Jenny Boulboulle, Franko B, Laura Cinti, Wim Delvoye, Tony Dunn, Ju Gosling, Simon Gould, Andy Gracie, Antony Hall, Jens Hauser, Verena Kaminarz, Jose Marchesi, Sana Murrani, Jane Prophet, Paula Roush, Jill Scott, Hege Tapio. A Biotech Art Workshop facilitated by the Guy's King's & St Thomas' School of Biomedical Sciences (King's College London) and The Old Operating Theatre Museum & Herb Garret. All welcome to the public discussion on Saturday 2 April, but space is limited so BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL (first come first served basis)!

2006

SUTURE (PARTS 1 AND 2) “Artwork without Anaesthetic” an installation by Phillip Warnell and Richard Squires. SUTURE is a two-part exhibition at The Old Operating Theatre, Museum & Herb Garret. An intervention of moving image and photographic work, SUTURE places video monitors and light boxes amongst the amputation saws, trepanning tools, pill-making machines and instruments for the surgical removal of human bladder stones and diseased limbs. SUTURE Part 1: Phillip Warnell shows four monitors within the old operating theatre and the fully interactive gut wrenching video installation Exhibition is presented by Richard Squires within the oak beamed Herb Garret the Old Operating Theatre Museum….. Suture Part 2 is incorporated into the temporary relocation of the Museum to the Crypt of St. Thomas’s Church. Artists Richard Squires and Phillip Warnell present new site specific works…………….in part two of SUTURE….Saturday 14th January 2pm Artists’ Talk with Lisa Le Feuvre In conjunction with Suture : “Artwork without Anaesthetic" the artists will be joined in the crypt of St. Thomas' Church by Lisa Le Feuvre for a public discussion on SUTURE, the works in the show and the experience of exhibiting at the Old Operating Theatre Museum. Lisa Le Feuvre is Curator of Contemporary Art at the National Maritime Museum and teaches on the MA Curatorial programme at Goldsmiths College, London. Tuesday 27th June – 4th October 2006………… MATTER INTO IMAGINATION - An installation of photographic and video artwork by Susan Aldworth…“The harder one stares into the machinery of the brain, the starker the realisation that there is no one in there. There is no inner sanctum of the self. Neural networks have a life and logic of their own. There is no one running the show.” Paul Broks. In celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the rediscovery in 1956 of the oldest operating theatre in Europe, artist Susan Aldworth shows her work in the newly restored roof space  of St Thomas' Church, including the short films “Going Native” and “Lines of Thought”. Friday 17th November, 7pm RADIO GALLERY: THE TRANS-COMMUNICATION LAB Live radio wave performance experimentation 7pm……Artists, musicians, researchers and journalists investigate and demonstrate live attempts at ‘inter-dimensional’ communication. These include so-called Electronic Voice Phenomena or sounds from ‘the other side’, illustrations of US military's involvement with mind control experiments, a live performance of a ghost story and layered recordings of the Old Operating Theatre unveiling the sounds of invisible activity taking place inside the theatre’s walls. Sound, speech, film, slides and live comments will feature in the performance which will be recorded and broadcast the following Monday (7-8pm) on London radio station Resonance 104.4fm featuring Carl Michael Von Hausswolf (curator and artist), Olivia Plender (artist), Jacob Kirkegaard (composer and sound artist) and Jon Ronson, a writer and documentary film maker whose first book, 'Them: Adventures With Extremists', was an international bestseller. The performance will be commented live by Rob Young (writer). 10th November – 15th December 
SPECIMEN Seeds Of Memory : Art, Neuroscience and Botany a site-specific exhibition of artworks exploring a visual language for the changing pharmacological landscape of memory by Dr Karen Ingham. What is memory? Can we ‘see,’ ‘touch’ and ‘hear’ our memories? What happens when we lose our memory as a result of neurological disorders such as Alzheimer’s Disease? Can plant derived treatments help ameliorate such conditions? SPECIMEN Seeds Of Memory : Art, Neuroscience and Botany is published in book form. Special OOT Redux 50 Lecture in conjunction with Specimen: Seeds of Memory Thursday 14 December 2006, 6.30 pm Body & Mind: No Problem - Anatomy, Art and Neuroscience By Dr Colin Stolkin (Senior Lecturer in Anatomy, Guy’s, King’s and St Thomas’ School of Medicine) The anatomy of the human body has long been represented by artists, and Leonardo da Vinci, Michael Angelo and Rembrandt were among those who used their artistic skills to portray the secrets discovered by anatomists. In this fascinating lecture, Dr Stolkin explores the development of anatomical illustration, through the 19th century exploration of the brain and nervous system to today's sophisticated imaging techniques…….7th December 7pm 2006 Phillip Wells The Fire Poet reads newly published works.

2007

Saturday 10th March - Monday 9th April To Celebrate the 50th anniversary of the rediscovery of the 19th Century Women's Operating Theatre of Old St Thomas's Hospital OOT Redux 50 Presents: Shelley Wilson: JOINT ACCOUNT Opening in Science week The Old Operating Theatre hosts a site specific exhibition by sculptor Shelley Wilson, funded by the Arts Council. Inspired by conjoined twins, Wilson's eerie wax sculptures suggest this condition is a metaphor for the complicated divisions of life. Working from life, Wilson's sculptures add a new dimension to traditional wax anatomical sculptures, such as those of Joseph Towne of nineteenth century Guy's Hospital. Saturday 10th March at 2pm OOT Redux 50 Presents: Joined At The Hip Artist-led workshop and talk by Shelley Wilson…Imagine being born attached to your brother or sister! Conjoined twins have fascinated people since the birth of Chang and Eng in 1811; the first "Siamese" twins to survive infancy. But how much do you really know about the condition? Until the advances of the 20th Century, lack of surgical techniques, without choice left you permanently attached to your conjoined twin: family friendly activities help you experience the limitations and advantages of being tied to a "friend". Dare you bond...? All ages welcome! 10th - 28th April 2007, 7.45pm To Celebrate the 50th anniversary of the rediscovery of the 19th Century Women's Operating Theatre of Old St Thomas's Hospital. OOT Redux 50 Presents: "A Bloodless Field": A Metal and Bone Production of "The Bodysnatcher" by Robert Louis Stephenson and "The Gift" written and directed by Ellen Hughes and Sally Toosey. A thrilling double bill cabaret of plays explore our fear of donating our bodies after death! In "The Bodysnatcher", set in the Victorian world of black market cadaver trade, an ambitious medical student finds his conscience compromised. In "The Gift", in 2007, a family wrangle over the body of their loved one, while a transplant surgeon's accident makes him suddenly vulnerable. Live Theatre by new company Metal and Bone in collaboration with Britain's leading Hospital Surgeons. Gala night on 17th April not to be missed includes cabaret, debate and public auction! 7.30pm. Saturday 19th May, The Poetry Show returns 7pm Directed by Bryan Oliver with Laura Bartholomew, Anna Lindup, Mike Shannon and James Windsor. Through their own poetry, the Performer Poets take an audience on an emotional and uplifting journey into past relationships, lost love, a second world war childhood, the torments of clinical despair and confinement, and back out into joy and laughter. PROGRAMME Tuesday 19th June at 7:30pm Screening of a video project by artist Richard Squires PROGRAMME is the culmination of a project based around the Salpêtrière Hospital in Paris, initiated by artist Richard Squires in 2003: a hybrid video work that interweaves drama, documentary and sporadic attempts at hypnotic communication. Interviews with historians, dramatic reconstructions, cataleptic performances and a syphilitic narrator come together to fashion a hysterical narrative that eventually unravels to expose its own construction. PROGRAMME is funded by Arts Council England and the University of Hertfordshire. Tickets cost £5, advance booking recommended. Also screening at The Whitechapel, Whitechapel High Street, E1 on 7th June 2007, priced £5. Tickets available from www.whitechapel.org.
The Old Operating Theatre, Museum & Herb Garret 9a St Thomas' Street, London, SE1 9RY 

Email: curator@thegarret.org.uk
Website: www.thegarret.org.uk / Tel: 020 7188 2679

